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Calendar of Events 

Check our website for 2016   

programs.      

  

  

 

¶  If you have suggestions or 

comments on upcoming programs 

é. Contact Judy Loewe 507-248-

3345 
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Inside this issue: 

The XPrez Sez 
by Jerome Petersen 

Our Gift to you...  SUNDAY JANUARY 3, 2016ð 

YES, 2016 already! 

1:00 TO 5:00  

Programs presented at 1:30-2:30 and 3:30  

The museum is decorated with Christmas finery.  If 

you havenôt visited lately, check the Holiday dis-

plays. The program will be presented 3 times, 

1:30ð2:30 and 3:30.  The program consists of; 

Myron Lindeman playing and telling about the 

Frenzel organ that he recently repaired, Art and 

Barb Straub will lead a sing along,  and we will tell 

about some recent gifts given to the Society.  We 

will be serving  treats all afternoon. Watch a slide 

show of previous SCHS events while you have 

some cider, coffee and treats.  Sibley County Roy-

altyðQueen Cheyanne Walz, Ambassadors; Maria 

Cross, Erica Traxler and Kim Bach will be assist-

ing with the program. 

  

There is no admission charge for 
this special event, bring some 
friends, bring neighbors or          

even relatives!  

Prez Sez 

 Merry Christmas to all from our 

SCHS volunteers. 

 The Gibbon Ballroom saga is in 

the works.  We have started some research 

on that project.  Dorothy, Cory Becker, 

Ruth Ann and I have been looking through 

old Gibbon Gazettes for bits of information 

to add to the book.  I am hoping it would be 

done in 2017.  I am also hoping many peo-

ple will be willing to contribute stories.  I 

know there are many couples who met at 

the Ballroom over the years. 

 The ballroom started in 1926 in the 

Gibbon Park.   For the next 20+ years it was 

just known as The Pavilion.  In the early 

1930s it was moved to 

its present location 

east of town and 

thrived there till the 

early 1950s.  

 It fell into 

disrepair in the mid 

1950s, and was resur-

rected in 1961 when 

the Hermel family 

bought it.  The clip-

ping on the left is from 

a 1961 Gibbon Gazette 

announcing the grand 

reopening.  When Pol-

ka Days was in full 

swing for 30 years, 

people from all over 

(Continued on page 2) 

1961 
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the US came and 

danced  each year at the 

big celebration.  Many 

couples met at wedding 

dances which took 

place at the ballroom 

for decades.   

 If you have 

some interesting ball-

room stories or photos, 

(Continued from page 1) 

please share them with us.  We 

could put them in the book and you 

will be famous forever.  I must cau-

tion you, no sex or violence.  I will 

be adding some photos and clip-

pings in the newsletter from time to 

time that some may find interesting.  

I am wondering, is $50 too much 

for a Ballroom Book???   

 I have been the SCHS 

president for twenty years, not be-

cause anyone wanted me to stay, 

but because they didnôt want the 

job, which isnôt all that hard.  I was 

vice-president when Peter Koop 

was at the helm.  He resigned be-

cause of health issues, and died 

shortly thereafter, and I took his 

place. Dying is not my first choice 

as a way of leaving this position!  

But it did work for Peter.   This past 

October I sent a note to all the 

board members that I was resign-

ing/retiring/quitting.  And SCHS is 

moving on from there.  I plan to 

continue volunteering at the muse-

um, working on this newsletter and 

doing other chores at SCHS.  I have 

praised the group that works in 

Henderson on Tuesdays, (our work 

day) guides, and many chores that 

get done at our homes.  Genealogy 

research, the Website, Country 

(Continued on page 3) 

From an October 29, 1926 Gibbon Gazette 

This clipping is from the September 26, 1926 Gazette.  Look who was 

playing at the Pavilion.  The original owners opened the pavilion in the 

spring of 1926.  James Olson owned the Gibbon Gazette at that time. 

A benefit fund raiser for the proposed 

Gibbon Hospital,                                 

Gibbon Gazette August 28, 1947 

Here we are in 2015, no hospital and no 

ballroom either! 
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School Book, the newsletter, correspondence and the Ostrom 

Project are examples of these.  I look forward to Tuesdays and 

plan appointments to keep that day free for SCHS.  I think our 

group has a pretty good working relationship, and a great deal 

gets accomplished.  Right now they 

are preparing the museum for our 

Holiday Open House on January 3.  

The 4-H displays, our 2015 theme, 

were removed and are being replaced 

with a Christmas Theme.  The house 

looks wonderful! Please come for our 

program! Sometimes we have porch 

parties.  Sometimes we have old time 

friends stop in.  Sometimes curious 

people who have driven by many 

times stop take a tour of the place.  

Sometimes we have visitors from an-

other country.  Sometimes people will 

come and drop off very interesting 

artifacts.  Sometimes a person will 

come and want to talk about their par-

ent growing up in Henderson decades 

ago looking for a special photo.  

Sometimes a ra-

dio or TV person 

comes for an 

interview.  When 

working on the 

Country School 

book we had nu-

merous fascinat-

ing people tell us 

about their coun-

try school experi-

ences in the 20s, 

30s and 40s.  

Thatôs the other 

people.  Our 

group is pretty 

interesting too.  

We, most being seniors, can talk about our health, operations, 

pills, aches and pains, hair loss, hearing loss, memory loss, key 

loss and eyesight loss.  We can tell about our grandchildren 

(who are all above average) and their accomplishments, our 

travels, our churches (yeh, we can even talk religion), current 

events, upcoming events and past events.  Lunchtime topics 

cover a wide range.  The point being, this is an interesting and 

fun place to be.  We even have wine with lunch occasionally if 

the conversation is getting too dull. 

 I have met some incredible people in those 20 years, in 

person and by mail/email .  For example; Nelson Norman was a 

professor in San Diego CA, was on 

WGN radio in Chicago, attended Har-

vard, married Dorothy when he was in 

MA.  I was honored to have him, Dor-

othy and his son, visit our home a few 

years ago where we shared a shot of 

akvavit.  Nelsonôs father graduated 

from Henderson High School in 1898. 

(Continued from page 2) (thatôs right, 117 years ago).   Nelson 

passed away this year.  I was grateful to 

work with Bert Karels (an Iowa kid who 

was a B-24 crew member in WWII) 

putting phone wires to the second floor, 

repairing attic windows and making 

display racks in the basement, repairing 

the microfilm reader. Bert can fix the 

unfixable.  I met Ed Kruse and his wife, 

Dorothy.  Ed is a 35 year Navy retiree 

who grew up in Grafton Township.  We 

have (on loan) some of his  80 year old 

Christmas toys on display, a 4-H project 

donation and his navy parachute.  Ed 

wrote several pieces for our newsletter, 

and a piece in the Country School 

Book.  His work will be in the upcom-

ing Ballroom Book. I will add here that 

Ed and I also shared some akvavit!!  I 

met Charles and Karen Erickson who 

brought the journal of their ancestor 

who moved to Sibley County in 1860, 

had Dr. Mayo come to their home to 

care for their child, who hunted with 

Governor Sibley and fled their home 

during the Indian Uprising. Ericksons 

brought the oldest country school pic-

ture from the 1860s. They come to our 

meetings, parties and annual meeting.  I 

met Victor Gess by exchanging emails.  

His grandfather Applegren had a jewel-

ry store in Winthrop, sold it and moved 

to Montana.  His mother was confirmed 

in Bernadotte in 1915, then boarded the 

train to Wolf Point, Montana.  Victor 

now lives in Lafayette California! I 

work with Sharon Shimota, whose rela-

tive survived the USS Arizona attack 

on December 7, and another ancestor 

whose farm was on the Gettysburg 

Battlefield, and who heard Lincoln give 

his Gettysburg address.  I met Charles 

and Donna Meyer who grew up in 

Winthrop and now live in Houston TX. 

Donna attended Country School. They 

are very generous to SCHS, and are 

delightful visitors.  Meyer ancestors 

were some of the earliest settlers and 

founders of St. Johnôs Church along 

Highway 19 near Arlington.   Iôve 

known Arlene Busse since coming to 

SCHS, who has an encyclopedia of in-

formation in her head (that is a compli-

ment to encyclopedias). She is gener-

ous, charming and has an artful eye for 

decorating. I actually think she could 

make a silk purse from a sowôs ear.   

Iôve met Steve and Becky Briggs.  They 

do our website, the Ostrom Project, 

present SCHS programs and they di-

(Continued on page 4) 

Roseann-TRUST ME!  It will look better when Iôm done!  

Nelson and Dorothy 

Bert 

Dorothy and Ed 

Donna and Charles 

Charles and Karen 

Sharon 


